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Make 
Changes 
Happen

Lead by Example, Inspire 
and Make Changes Happen!  



Skål 
International 
Will Increase 
Its Focus On 
Tourism 
Sustainability.  

Let’s Make 
Sustainability 
A Skål Global 
Movement!
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INTRODUCTION 

Congratulations Skålleagues!  If you are reading this 
manual, you are one of us!  You are passionate about 

Climate actions and Sustainability in your  home lives as 

well as in anything your Skål club does.  We know you see 
an opportunity to boost sustainability awareness and 
climate actions in anything you do, anywhere you go.   

We are all Champions!

We are more than 12,900 members, in 311 Skål
Clubs with presence in 84 countries!

Together, we can make Sustainability a Skål Global 
Movement!

Let’s use our enthusiasm to influence people around us.  
In sustainability, everyone matters!  A small change in 

habits and behaviors can make a big difference. 
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Founded in 1934, Skål International is the only 
professional organization promoting 
global tourism and friendship, uniting all sectors of the 
tourism industry.

Mission Statement:

Across all sectors of tourism, provide maximum 
networking opportunities, career development, and 
business growth through leadership, trust, and 
friendship while supporting a responsible travel 
industry.

This document is 
primarily for Skål
International Clubs’ 
use.  The production 
of this document was 
made possible thanks 
to the collaboration 
of AGP Skål
International 
Sustainability Sub 
Committee 
members, who 
contributed their 
time and knowledge 
to provide ideas on 
how to bring 
sustainability culture 
into your club. It will 
also  serve as a 
reference book when 
hosting activities and 
managing projects. 

Reproduction is 
authorized for all Skål
International Clubs.  
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Skål International affiliations:

SUSTAINABILITY ACTIVITIES & CHALLENGES 

Environmental Days are observed worldwide.

It is important to sensitize the public about environmental 
concerns and dedicating a few days for certain 
environmental causes or organizing activities that can get 
members involved will serve the purpose immensely.

Skålleagues, 

WE can 
make 
change 
happen!

https://www.responsibletourisminstitute.com/
https://www.sustainabletravel.org/
https://www.iipt.org/
https://www.unwto.org/
https://www.pata.org/
https://www.thecode.org/
https://www.uftaa.org/


SOLAR APPRECIATION DAY 

During this day, you can learn more about solar technology, 
solar energy’s importance, independence, and positive 
impact on sustainability.

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY

A day to celebrate and 

raise awareness of the world's wild fauna and flora, and 

recognize that wildlife helps in maintaining the ecological 

balance and sustainability of nature. 

➢ Take an Eco-Tour, teach others about the birds and the 

bees, undertake farm visits

➢ Organize an activity and connect to the theme, the UN 

designates a new theme each year  

➢ Organize visits to research and preservations centers or

sanctuaries

➢ Organize a talk to educate people to look for wildlife 

holidays that donate a set amount to wildlife 

conservation programs

➢ Promote responsible wildlife tourism that encourages 

responsible animal interaction. Encourage travel agents 

and tour operators to move away from inhumane and 

unsafe animal tourism and move towards more 

sustainable animal-friendly experiences

SUSTAINABILITY CHAMPION - IMPLEMENTATION MANUAL 7

Environmental 
observances and 
“world day” 
campaigns are a 

great way to raise 
awareness for Skål
International 
commitment to 
Sustainability efforts.  

The following 
Environmental 
Awareness  and 
Tourism Days can be 
used by the 
Sustainability 
Champion to 
encourage club(s) to 
raise awareness for 
sustainability efforts 
in the city or country 
the club is located, 
making it a Skål
Global Movement.

“However small an 
action, it can make a 
big difference on 
climate change and 
sustainable 
development”  

Environmental Celebration Days’ Calendar  (link) 

https://wildlifeday.org/

https://www.griffservices.co.uk/celebrate-solar-appreciation-day/

March 3

2nd FRI of March

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18kivR7sUcSQI4ytpVMbiFTL2rwizhw3U/view?usp=sharing


Global Recycling 
Day is officially 
recognized by 
the United Nations
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➢ Organize workshop or talks, to learn about Advantages of 

Solar power

➢ Invite experts to give talks on the possibilities to increase 

energy-efficiency and conservation in the travel and 

hospitality industry, and examine the possibilities of 

enhancing the use of renewable energy

➢ Use your social media pages to post about solar energy

GLOBAL RECYCLING DAY

Recycling is an integral part of the climate 

change cycle and helps in promoting and 

protecting global sustainability.

➢ Organize workshops to bring awareness on how important 

it is to properly dispose of reusable items to ensure that 

they get recycled

➢ Promote plastic free culture

➢ Invite people to run a marathon to show how important it is 

to recycle. T-shirts with the Global Recycling Day logo and 

different slogans could be made and given to volunteers 

during a run or walk

➢ Invite members to share their best recycling practices 

throughout their travel business 

March 18

March 21

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FORESTS

The purpose of this day is to urge every individual to contribute 
what he or she can do to secure this planet on their part and let 
people know about the significance of trees.

In 2012, the 
United Nations 
General Assembly 
proclaimed 21 
March as the 
International 
Day of Forests
to celebrate and 
raise awareness 
of the importance 
of all types of 
forests
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Everything we come across in our daily life has a direct or indirect 
connection with the forests. 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/forests-and-trees-day

➢ Take members to participate in a tree planting activity as 

a symbol of their support and to demonstrate their 

understanding of the significance of trees in our lives

➢ Visit beautiful places where trees are in greater numbers 

to smell the fragrance, experience calmness and 

affections of forests.  Hug the trees.

➢ Start a campaign on social media to stop deforestation

April 18

WORLD HERITAGE DAY aims 
to increase awareness about the 

importance of protecting culture and diversity as it expresses 
the identity and cultural traditions of a country, region or town. 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/2274

➢ There are three types of heritage sites: cultural, natural, and 
mixed 

➢ Host activities to showcase cultural heritage (music, dance, 
gastronomy, etc.)

➢ Learn the increasing risks and impact of climate change on 
cultural heritage sites 

➢ Mark the day by organizing events referring to subjects of 
disaster and risk (climate-induced, human-induced) to 
Heritage & Democracy, Indigenous Heritage, Sacred-space 
or Sacred Heritage

World Heritage 
Day was first 
observed in 1983 
by United Nations 
Educational, 
Scientific and 
Cultural 
Organization 
(UNESCO). It 
gained recognition 
as a world event 
during the 22nd 
General 
Conference of 
UNESCO.



As humans, we 
need this planet 
more than it needs 
us, but we are on a 
dangerous path to a 
climate change and 
global warming 
disaster. That's why 
Earth Day is more 
than just a single 
day – it's about 
doing our part each 
and every day to 
protect and 
rejuvenate our 
Earth, and help save 
it for future 
generations
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April 22

EARTH DAY

To promote ecology and raise awareness of the growing 

problems of air, water, and soil pollution. The Earth Day was 

founded by US Senator Gaylord Nelson and was first organized 

in 1970. The United Nations named it “International Mother 

Earth Day”.

More than one billion people celebrate Earth Day around the 

world

➢ It is extremely important for the tourism industry to protect 
the environment. The tourism industry is responsible for 5% 
of global greenhouse gas emissions, which has devastating 
effects on our planet

➢ https://www.tourismtiger.com/blog/how-the-tourism-
industry-can-honor-earth-day/

➢ Plan events to take part in activities like picking up litter and 
planting trees to make our world a cleaner, healthier place 
to live

➢ Show that we are aware and we care.  Create a green 
movement in your area or join other organizations / 
associations that mark this date by organizing large events 
in the community  

https://www.earthday.org/



28 April

Happy 
birthday 

Skål !

2022: Skål Kenya Coast
celebrated Skål International 
World Day by hosting a charity 
activity.

“Being able to give back to the society is an incredible honor 
in more ways than one. -
On SKÅL World Day we were honored to spend time with the 
lovely children and staff at APDK Rehabilitation Clinic.
We were reminded to be grateful and thankful for what we 
have and to be humble in every way.” -- Skål Kenya Coast

28 April 

Skål International 
World Day

11



History of 
Endangered 
Species Day

In the 1960s and 70s, 
there were 
awareness drives 
held to protect the 
threatened species 
across the 
world. Seeing the 
concern of people, 
the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 
was formulated. 
However, much later 
in 2006, the historic 
National Endangered 
Species Day came 
into being and was 
established by the US 
Senate. On 
December 28, the 
Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 was 
officially signed into 
law to facilitate the 
monumental effort 
to prevent 
endangered species 
extinction.

SUSTAINABILITY CHAMPION - IMPLEMENTATION MANUAL 12

3rd Friday in May

ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY

Every year on the third Friday 

in May, thousands of people 

around the world participate 

in Endangered Species Day by celebrating, learning about, and 

taking action to protect threatened and endangered species.

➢ Throughout the day, many zoo conservation groups and 
wildlife organizations host a variety of events and 
seminars. These activities are usually designed with the 
intention of endangered species conservation.  Your club 
could partner with these organizations and join their 
activities or encourage members to do so and take family 
members to support the activities 

➢ Talk about avoiding the purchase of illegal wildlife items, 
using non-sustainable foods, making donations to a wildlife 
or conservation organization

➢ Become knowledgeable about the various endangered 
species

➢ Learn more about the legal framework for endangered 
species’ protection

➢ On this day, let us all pledge to do our bit for these species 
and educate everybody around us about the importance of 
this day

➢ Many events are registered online and you can get some 
ideas and additional resources here: 
https://www.endangered.org/
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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL 
DIVERSITY (WORLD BIODIVERSITY DAY)

The United Nations has proclaimed May 22 
The International Day for Biological Diversity 
(IDB) to increase understanding and 
awareness of biodiversity issues and serve as 

a reminder that biodiversity remains the answer to several 
sustainable development challenges.

https://www.un.org/en/observances/biological-diversity-day

➢ Organize a visit to a local conservation area.  It might be a 
zoo, a nature park, a reserve, a protected forest, a nature 
center, a museum etc.

➢ Invite park keepers and other experts to deliver a talk on 
biodiversity and its importance  

➢ Promote activities that generate additional resources to 
invest in environmental infrastructures and services to help 
sustain biodiversity in the area 

May 22

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY  

Led by the United Nations 

Environment Program, over the 

past five decades millions of people have taken part in World 

Environment Days, helping to drive change and motivate 

national and international environmental policies. Each World 

Environment Day focuses on a particular theme, covering 

issues like marine pollution, global warming, sustainable 

consumption, and wildlife crime.

June 5

https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/about/world-environment-day

In 1972, the United 
Nations General 
Assembly 
established the 
World 
Environment Day 
on the first day of 
the Stockholm 
Conference on the 
Human 
Environment. 
Two years later, in 
1974, World 
Environment Day 
was first observed 
in the city of 
Spokane, USA with 
the theme "Only 
One Earth".

https://www.un.org/en/observances/biological-diversity-day


WORLD OCEANS DAY

The purpose of the Day is to inform the public of the impact 
of human actions on the ocean, develop a worldwide 
movement of citizens for the ocean, and mobilize and unite 
the world's population on a project for the sustainable 
management of the world's oceans.

➢ Host a World Oceans Day Activity or Event according to 
the theme chosen by UN 

➢ Host an activity at a resort hotel that celebrates World 
Oceans Day

➢ Beach cleaning activity 
➢ Invite cruise liners’ experts to share their efforts to keep 

oceans clean
➢ Promote sustainability within ocean tourism 
➢ https://worldoceanday.org/resources/event-planning-

toolkit/

The concept World 
Oceans Day was 
originally proposed 
in 1992 by Canada's 
International Centre 
for Ocean 
Development 
(ICOD) and the 
Ocean Institute of 
Canada (OIC) at the 
Earth Summit – UN 
Conference on 
Environment and 
Development 
(UNCED) in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.
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➢ Host a World Environment Day Activity or Event according 
to the theme chosen by UN   

➢ Promote less-visited destinations in a country with 
partnership with the local population

➢ Hotels, Restaurants, and Travel Agents could celebrate 
World Environment Day by offering deals and tips that will 
help travelers reduce their carbon footprint

➢ Plant trees or organize a beach cleaning activity

https://worldoceanday.org/

June 8



A healthy and well-
functioning 
environment is 
critical for sustaining 
a stable, productive 
human society.

The international day 
of clean air for blue 
skies is designated by 
the United Nations 
General Assembly on 7 
September to 
strengthen 
international 
cooperation in 
improving air quality 
and reducing air 
pollution.
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WORLD NATURE CONSERVATION DAY

The occasion aims to create awareness 
about the need to preserve the environment and natural 
resources in order to keep the world healthy. There is also an 
emphasis on keeping the various components of nature intact 
and to conserve the animals and trees that are on the verge of 
going extinct from the natural environment of the Earth.

➢ Members can be encouraged to volunteer in your 
community’s environmental programs

➢ Planting trees or cleaning beaches 
➢ Launch a campaign to stick by the 4Rs (Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle and Rethink sustainability)  --Go plastic free!
➢ Create a campaign to positively influence travelers towards 

nature conservation and sustainable practices  
➢ Invite smart tourists to evaluate their travel experience and 

share it at a general meeting to help influence other tourists 
to behave in a similar responsible manner

July 28

September 7

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF CLEAN 
AIR FOR BLUE SKIES

The International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies is observed 
globally on September 7th to promote and facilitate actions to 
improve air quality. 

https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/



In 1994, the United 
Nations General 
Assembly 
proclaimed 16 
September the 
International Day 
for the Preservation 
of the Ozone Layer, 
commemorating 
the date of the 
signing, in 1987, of 
the Montreal 
Protocol on 
Substances that 
Deplete the Ozone 
Layer
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➢ Make your voice heard. On this day, search your heart and 
follow the course you believe best. Air pollution is the 
greatest environmental threat to public health globally and 
accounts for an estimated 7 million premature deaths every 
year. Air pollution and climate change are closely linked as 
all major pollutants have an impact on the climate and most 
share common sources with greenhouse gases. Improving 
our air quality will bring health, more net development and 
environmental benefits, along with mitigating climate 
change

➢ Organize speakers and workshops at club level
➢ Find out about webinars or events related to this topic and 

encourage members to sign up 

September 16

I INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE 

PRESERVATION OF THE OZONE LAYER

It is celebrated to spread awareness among people about the 
depletion of the Ozone Layer and search for possible solutions 
to preserve it. 

➢ On this day, people from all over the world are expected 
to join the Montreal protocol related talks and seminars

➢ Promote simple things everyone can do to Help Protect the 
Earth

https://www.un.org/en/observances/ozone-day

1. Reduce, reuse, and 
recycle. Cut down on what 
you throw away 
2. Volunteer for cleanups in 
your community 
3. Educate 

4. Conserve water 
5. Choose to recycle 
6. Shop wisely
7. Use long-lasting light 
bulbs 
8. Plant a tree



WORLD CLEANUP DAY

A day dedicated to rid the planet of litter 
and mismanaged waste. 380 million people 

across the globe are expected to band together with their 
neighbors, roll up their sleeves, and clean up their communities 
one trash bag at a time.

➢ Assemble a team. Gather your members, family, friends, 
neighbors, colleagues, and co-workers to join the cleanup 
effort

➢ Partner with community organizations
➢ Pick a cleanup site and invite Skålleagues to join

World Cleanup Day: 
This world-changing 
idea began in the 
small northern 
European country of 
Estonia, in 2008. 
50,000 people united 
to clean up the entire 
country in just five 
hours. On that day, a 
global bottom-up 
civic movement was 
born and spread like 
wildfire around the 
globe.

World Tourism Day 
has been held on 27 
September each year 
since 1980. The date 
marks the 
anniversary of the 
adoption of the 
Statutes of the 
Organization in 1970, 
paving the way for 
the establishment of 
UNWTO five years 
later.
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https://www.worldcleanupday.org/

September 27

3rd Saturday in September

WORLD TOURISM DAY is an effort to 
raise awareness of the need for inclusive 
and accessible tourism, allowing all 

people to experience different places and destinations around 
the world.  The goal of sustainable tourism is to preserve the 
local landscape and culture while simultaneously using 
tourism to bolster the economy in those regions

➢ Offer specials and discounted rates on 27 September, the 
actual event date. The average traveler at your 
destination on this day may not realize that it’s World 
Tourism Day. By offering unique promotions and 
discounts, you will be raising awareness about the 
event while also enjoying a boost in your bookings

https://www.unwto.org
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➢ Host seminars, workshops, webinars and other events to 
promote sustainable tourism 

➢ Companies can also make the day extra special for 
employees: Treat tour guides, hotel employees, travel agency 
agents and others to a staff appreciation lunch or give them a 
small bonus time off, if possible  

➢ Theme your September general meeting according to the 
annual theme and topic provided by  WTO 

➢ Organize a workshop or discussion panel on sustainability; 
invite Government entities and experts on this subject 

➢ Host a club or national level sustainability award event

INTERNATIONAL E-WASTE DAY

This is a yearly initiative coordinated by the WEEE Forum and 
its members which focuses on highlighting the profile of the e-
waste issue through the organization of a variety of activities to 
raise awareness and communicate activities.

➢ Find out how your country is dealing with E-Waste and 
propose activities to support E-waste action and awareness 

➢ Use E-Waste day to promote collection of E-waste, invite 
members to bring them to the general meeting and assign 
a member to properly dispose all collected E-Waste  

➢ Organize workshops to promote awareness. Disposing of 
e-waste in landfills has the potential to cause severe risk to 
human and environmental health 

October 14

https://weee-forum.org

International E-
Waste Day has 
been developed by 
the WEEE Forum, 
an international 
association of e-
waste collection 
schemes, and 26 
of its members. It 
involves around 40 
different 
organizations in 20 
different countries 
worldwide.

http://www.weee-forum.org/


CLIMATE ACTION DAY

People are experiencing the 
significant impacts of climate 

change, which include changing weather patterns, rising sea 
levels, and more extreme weather events.

➢ As a club, support the local government to take bold, 
ambitious steps on climate action now 

➢ Help raise climate ambition by painting your town with 
climate art

➢ Share helpful information on how to use energy wisely —
and save money too! 
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4th Wednesday of October

➢ SUSTAINABILITY DAY 
was created to remind the 
community of the 
importance of caring for 

the environment and the steps to do so. Currently, 
on the last Wednesday of every October, schools, 
companies and organizations have dedicated the day 
to sustainable living.

➢ Host a get-together and think about how to be more 
sustainable; make some plans for the future

➢ Use presentations to create brainstorming on how to be 
more sustainable; agree on some ideas for the future 

➢ In addition, you can also organize the Sustainability Day in 
collaboration with universities, Tourism schools and other 
organizations, this way you can raise more awareness

https://climateactionday.org/en/

October 24

International Day 
of Climate Action 
is a direct action 
protest format 
that the 
Environmentalists 
initiated in 2005 in 
connection with 
the Global Climate 
Campaign. The 
day's main focus is 
to inform the 
people about the 
effects that 
humans are having 
on global 
warming. 
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➢ Start a climate conversation in the club.   The closure, delay, 
or cancellation of tourism attractions as a result of climate 
do not only affects potential visitors, but also can lower the 
reputation of the overall image of a destination. Climate 
change also impacts hospitality and tourism employment

The United Nations designates specific days, weeks, years and 
decades as occasions to mark particular events or topics in order 
to promote, through awareness and action, the objectives of the 
Organization. 

Find out more about days and weeks currently observed by the 
United Nations, and why UN marks international days. List of 
International Days and Weeks | United Nations

• Additional suggestions and ideas proposed by the members of 
AGP Sustainability Sub Committee:

➢ Plant trees and gardens
➢ Organize an Ocean Beach clean up activity
➢ Volunteer at an animal shelter
➢ Clean up garbage in an area of your city 
➢ Have a guest speaker who is an expert on sustainable tourism.  E.g., a 

tour operator, an experienced  hotelier, a professor, an author or 
influencer in sustainable tourism at your club event.

➢ A club could adopt a turtle or an elephant or rhino or koala!  
➢ Support a village and offset carbon emissions for each meeting by 

planting trees  (Trees4travel) 
➢ Support ongoing Skål members sustainable philanthropic projects E.g.,  

SK Constantine Panoussi’s projects in Kenya. 
➢ Collect unused soap bits and find charities that can reuse them. 
➢ Recycle overused towels and linens that can’t stay in hotel use but 

could be useful for needy people. 
➢ Change energy sources for more efficiency, less cost, and lower 

emissions.
➢ Eliminate single use plastics, compost food waste to reduce land fill, 

use bio-degradable packaging, buy local to reduce food miles.

No matter where we 
are in the world, there 
are lots of ways we can 
help make a difference 
to people and nature 
by living more 
sustainably.

Whether we are 
rethinking the way we 
eat or shop or calling 
on world leaders to 
step up for nature, or 
hosting events to raise 
awareness,  every 
action big or small adds 
up and makes a 
difference for the 
better.

https://www.un.org/en/observances/list-days-weeks
http://www.trees4travel.com/
https://www.skal.org/fr_FR/blog/clubs-news-2/post/sustainable-philanthropic-tourism-amboseli-project-by-skal-international-monaco-157
https://fb.watch/cGjSSK08nt/


Tourism can bring 
many economic and 
social benefits, 
particularly in rural 
areas and developing 
countries, but mass 
tourism is also 
associated with 
negative effects. 
Tourism can only be 
sustainable if it is 
carefully managed so 
that potential negative 
effects on the host 
community and the 
environment are not 
permitted to outweigh 
the financial benefits.

SUSTAINABILITY CHAMPION - IMPLEMENTATION MANUAL 21

Positive and Negative Impact of Tourism on the Environment  

Tourism development can put enormous pressure on an area and 
lead to impacts such as soil erosion, increased pollution, 
discharges into the sea, natural habitat loss, increased pressure 
on endangered species and heightened vulnerability to forest 
fires. It often puts a strain on water resources, and it can force 
local populations to compete for the use of critical resources.

Uncontrolled conventional tourism poses potential threats to 
many natural areas around the world but when responsibly 
planned and managed, tourism has demonstrated its capacity 
to support job creation, promote inclusive social integration, 
protect natural and cultural heritage, conserve biodiversity, 
generate sustainable livelihoods and improve human wellbeing.

Tourism has the potential to contribute, directly or indirectly, to 
all of the goals. In particular, it has been included as targets 
in Goals 8, 12 and 14 on inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, sustainable consumption and production (SCP) and the 
sustainable use of oceans and marine resources, respectively.

Achieving this agenda, however, requires everyone’s 
commitment with a clear implementation framework, adequate 
financing and investment in technology, infrastructure and 
human resources.  

UNWTO - 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development (link)
Sustainable tourism is firmly positioned in the UNWTO 2030 Agenda. 

https://www.unwto.org/tourism-in-2030-agenda
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED 

Climate - Objective – Reduce Carbon Emissions

• Where practical, walk don’t drive - reduces emissions, use 

of fossil fuels and is good for your health

• Promote use of electric vehicles where the energy source 

is ‘green’ - solar/wind/hydro

• Replace imported components/ingredients with locally 

sourced

• Promote organic farming practices and the reduction in 

use of energy intensive fertilisers 

• Promote composting of food waste & reduce land fill

• Eliminate single use packaging – use refillable containers

• Install solar energy system where practical & affordable

• Encourage use of natural fibres in clothing – bamboo, jute, 

cotton – rather than plastic-based fibres

• Insulate all new constructions to the highest standards 

possible

• Install energy management systems in your home and 

business

• Collect and store rainwater where practical

Historical – Protect, Preserve & Promote Historical Structures

• Re-purpose rather than demolish

• Educate communities on the historical assets located 

within their boundaries so that they develop a sense of 

pride & ownership

• Encourage ‘Open Days’ to promote the unique values of 

historical assets

• Develop local volunteer groups to help maintain historical 

assets

Photo by Etienne Girardet on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/s/photos/climate-change?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Culture – Sustain the unique identities

• Participate in community events that celebrate significant 

National Days e.g. Independence Day in the Philippines, 

Lunar New Year etc…

• Encourage development of authentic experiences that 

educate the public on a community’s unique culture e.g. 

aboriginal art workshops, shell necklace making, weaving 

baskets from bull kelp etc…

Wildlife - Protecting Animals, a tourism pledge

Animal Tourism Protection / Responsible Animal Tourism.  

• Skål members should be aware and not support 
destinations that offer:

➢ ride a captive wild animal
➢ swim with a captive wild animal
➢ touch, pet, hold, kiss, or hug a captive wild animal
➢wash or bathe a captive wild animal
➢ pose or walk with a captive wild animal on a leash or chain 
or other bondage
➢watch a captive wild animal perform acts such as dance, 
play a sport, perform tricks, give massages, paint pictures, or 
any other kind of entertainment
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SHARE TO INSPIRE OTHER CLUBS

• Skål Hobart Clean A Beach Project

Tasmania is an island State of Australia and the capital city, 
Hobart, is located on the banks of the River Derwent. Tasmania is 
a very popular tourism destination and Hobart attracts up to 55 
cruise ships annually (prior to Covid). Water based activities are a 
major attraction to both visitors and locals and keeping our 
waterways & beaches free from litter and pollution was the 
fundamental driving force behind initiating this project. It was 
also an ideal opportunity for members to ‘get their hands dirty’ 
by actually doing something positive for their community and 
the tourism industry.

An approach was made to one of our Skål members, Pennicott 
Wilderness Adventures, a pioneer in marine tourism and marine 
conservation, to commence an annual clean up of the beaches 
that surround the water gateway into Hobart. The project has 
now been running successfully for 5 years with up to 45 
Skålleagues with families & friends devoting one Sunday each 
year to clean up the beaches selected by Pennicott. Rob 
Pennicott, the founder of the company, contributes his vessels, 
his time and that of his crew to support this project. In return, 
Skål Hobart contributes $4,000 annually to the Pennicott
Foundation, which has many other marine conservation projects 
in Tasmania underway. 

Apart from the clean up itself, and the increased awareness of 
sustainability that results, it is also a great opportunity for 
amicale as members gather for a BBQ at the conclusion of the 
event.

Other Clubs’ Best Practices

Skålleagues of Skål Hobart with 
families and friends pose for a 
group picture after the cleanup.

A Skålleague cleaning up the 
beach in Hobart - Tasmania.



SUSTAINABILITY CHAMPION - IMPLEMENTATION MANUAL 25

• There is clear evidence of the success of this project as the 
volume of rubbish/detritus collected decreases each year on 
those beaches that are regularly targeted. Other partners 
are also involved in this project with the local council waiving 
tip charges for the rubbish collected, and a local hardware 
chain donating compostable rubbish bags and gloves. Media 
coverage also enhances the Skål Hobart brand in the 
community. (Alfred Merse – Australia)

• Skål International Hobart & IIPT Peace Promenade 
Project

Skål Hobart partnered with an international organisation, IIPT 
(International Institute For Peace Through Tourism) in 2019 to 
establish a Peace Park/Promenade in the City Of Hobart to 
promote the message that tourism is the best way to promote 
peace in the world. Concurrently, the City Of Hobart was 
declared an International City Of Peace and joined the global 
network of other proclaimed peace cities….and our Peace 
Promenade joined the 400+ Peace Parks around the world. The 
actual Promenade is located on a central site in the City Of 
Hobart which is undergoing  a transformation which will see it 
become a major hub for both tourists and locals. The 
Promenade, when finally finished, will feature an avenue of trees 
that will lead into a Reconciliation Park being established to 
recognise the first nations (Palawa) people who lived on this land 
from some 40,000 years ago.  

The trees are currently being grown in tree boxes until they can 
be planted into their final home. 

IIPT has, as part of the Credo Of The Peaceful Traveller, a 
commitment to ‘revere and protect the natural environment 
which sustains all life, appreciate all cultures and to share these

Skålleague Alfred Merse  
(Australia)

Sep 2022:Skål Hobart 

officially opened the IIPT 

Peace Promenade at Mac 

Point .  [Hobart, Tasmania]
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views and act upon them’….so it fits in very well with our 
sustainability focus.

• To get this project off the ground, 5 foundation sponsors were 
signed up including the City Of Hobart, The Macquarie Point 
Development Corporation, the Rotary Club of Hobart, Knight 
Frank (a real estate company) and the Chinese Buddhist 
Academy. Over $20,000 was raised to purchase and plant and 
care for the trees, and to provide interpretive signage and 
seating within the Promenade for quiet reflection. (Alfred 
Merse – Australia)

• Partnership with other organizations

Skål International Helsinki is working on a proposal to create a 
SKÅL travel & tourism standard with EGLA (a non-profit 
organization that supports sustainability, circular economy,  and 
also works on spreading the understanding about sustainability 
actions and reality.

• Based on EGLA Quality Management System (EGLA QMS) and 
EGLA Company Certification model, Skål Helsinki wishes to 
partner with EGLA and create an international standard for 
Sustainable travel & tourism industries, that can be offered for 
GRI  (Global Reporting Initiative; an UN organization). (Ville 
Riihimaki – Finland). 

• Recycling culture in the office 

In the office every staff member with a computer has a box next to 
them.  Every piece of paper that was meant for the dustbin goes 
into the box.  From there the paper is re-used by printing on the 
blank reverse side for office memos or are cut into smaller pieces 
for that small notes next to the telephone.  Thus, every A4 paper 
where possible get used twice.  All office printers are set to print 
black only to save on ink.  (Adri Kruger – South Africa)



June 2022: Skål Kenya Coast President Effie Fernandes and Big Ship 
Community Based Organization signed a 4-year MOU towards working 
together on environmental and sustainability initiatives through the 
planting of Mangroves.  The two organizations are also focused on 
engaging the neighboring community, by improving their livelihood 
through donations of beehives, and planning and coordinating pieces of 
training on how to manage these beehives for better production of 
natural honey and wax products.
Skål Kenya Coast, members restaurants, and hotel owners will benefit 
from training and learning from the CBO on waste management.  

Upon arrival at Salt Lick Safari Lodge Skållegues and family took the initiative to plant trees at the Reforestation site 
within Taita Hills Wildlife Sanctuary

Mangroves World Day 26/07/2022 
The Skål Kenya Coast members in partnership with Big Ship C.B.O marked the day by planting the Mangroves. 
The club’s efforts are to create awareness of the benefits of Mangroves and to protect the environment within their
community.  Skålleagues also came up with educative programmes highlighting that the Mangrove forests nurture can 
fuel nature-based economies. Mangroves are important to the ecosystem too. Their dense roots help to bind and build 
soil. Their above-ground roots slow down water flows and encourage sediment deposits that reduce coastal erosion.

African Quest Safaris led by Tasneem Adamji, 
Skål Kenya Coast Project Coordinator, and Big 
Ship CBO took part in monitoring the 
mangrove at the club’s Adopted site in 
Mikindani, Mombasa on 24th August 2022.  
She also planted some seedlings in celebrating 
her friend's birthday.

27

https://www.facebook.com/BigshipMombasa?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWfVYVHQDH1euW6pUeAwFliYKrLvcm7u2UR_KJ9KFTDQitUKMYF5KnawsmTmFcyfoV2Df4kjwG-IkYgQ22WDfk_I5RavjCxQ_DeS_dH3wj85rphKJVBY6x0sopVO1O6O4gm9mujXupnY0RsTJVeoCfO8yOFngNig-qF5Q5rn5JBoA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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• Celebrate Environmental Day

Skål International Mexico creates a 
monthly environmental day calendar 
to share with all clubs within Mexico 
to encourage environmental 
protection awareness and action 
among members and clubs.  It helps 
to inspire people to take positive 
actions to improve the environment.   
(Jane Garcia – Mexico) 

• National Sustainability Award 

In conjunction with World Tourism Day, Skål International 
Taipei organized a special AGM to mark this important date for 
everyone working in the travel industry.  

The club invited twinned Skål Makati members to collaborate 
at a cross border level as well.  Practicing Co-creation and 
conscious tourism, they used the theme of Sustainability in 
2019.  The event’s program consisted of a discussion panel on 
sustainability and over tourism.  Speakers shared their views on 
the millennium generation in the travel industry and more. 

A judging panel was also formed to review the many 
sustainable projects presented during the event.  Skålleagues 
from twinned clubs in Japan were also present at this event.

Finally, with the support of  Taiwan Tourism Bureau, the 
winners of the best sustainability projects received cash 
awards.  (Mayumi Hu –Taiwan)
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.

• Skål Thailand AGM Sustainable Weekend in Phuket Thailand

Skål International Thailand takes pride in promoting sustainability with passion and
determination to make a difference. The 2022 AGM was held in Phuket and the
program included a Sustainable Practice Workshop – a workshop on the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the role of tourism in achieving the
SDGs. The program also included a game and follow up discussions on profit with
principles, putting the SDG to work, our future, and a panel discussion on concrete
actions one can take including a change from symbolic minor actions to a systematic
approach. Some quick wins discussed include electricity and water saving as well as
composting. A visit to an organic mushroom & microgreen farm was followed by a
workshop, gala dinner, raffle prizes, silent auction, and many other fun, interactive
and educational activities.
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• Doing Business Among Friends to keep the ocean clean!

Proud Skål member,  WAWA Creations Coastal Cleaner, 
promotes sustainable tourism and helps companies 
committed to promote clean seas achieve their goals by 
providing boats that are innovative and respect the 
environment.  Wawa boats are made with HDPE which is 
100% recyclable material with a carbon footprint five times 
lower than aluminum.  The designs are simple, efficient and 
maintenance free.  

A simple basket with a hand winch and manual waste 
separation ensure an efficient cleaning of harbor and coastal 
waters.   

WAWA boats clean Phuket beaches and harbors 

Skålleagues come 
together to promote 
a fellow Skålleague’s

initiative

“The strongest governments on earth cannot clean 
up pollution by themselves. They must rely on each 

ordinary person, like you and me, on our choices, 
and on our will.”

-- Chai Jing –



Time 
to 
share 
and 
inspire 
others! 
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• Share your events with other Skål Clubs around the world 

When an activity is concluded, write a brief report and send to 
Sustainability co-chairs along with photos so that we can 
publish your event in Skål International monthly newsletters.

When submitting your materials, please make sure to include 
your club’s name and location, so that we can give due credit 
and recognize your work in promoting sustainability.

It would also be helpful if you could briefly share the logistics 
and process it took to organize the event so other clubs could 
learn from you.        

Skål International AGP Sustainability Co-Chairs contacts:

Mayumi Hu (Taiwan): mayumi_hu@hotmail.com
Kit Wong (Mexico): kitbingwongho@gmail.com

EVERYONE 

MATTERS

mailto:mayumi_hu@hotmail.com
mailto:kitbingwongho@gmail.com


The Skål 
international 
sustainable 
tourism awards are 
geared towards 
enhancing visibility 
and granting 
recognition to 
deserving entities 
from the Travel and 
Tourism industry.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

• Skål International Sustainability Award 

Skål International Sustainable Tourism Awards are open 
annually to all public and private sector companies, educational 
institutions, NGOs, and government agencies related to tourism 
worldwide.

As a Champion, you  can help identify members whose business 
practices make them eligible for the award and encourage them 
to submit their applications.  You may also find companies, 
NGOs or other travel related businesses that are not members 
of Skål but have great understanding and implementation of 
sustainability in their business and encourage them to submit 
their applications for the award as well.  

You can read more about the different categories and how to 
apply for the award here:   STA Winners | Skål International 
(Skål.org)

https://www.skal.org/sta-winners

